
Applying to Merit Aid 
Programs and Honors 
Colleges

Menlo College Counseling Brown Bag Series



“I’ve never heard of this college! Why is it on my list?”

● College counselors constantly receive information about college and university 

opportunities, such as:

○ Free money for college

■ Institutional merit aid, merit-based scholarships, fly-in programs

○ Innovative, challenging educational programs/majors

■ Honors College programs, specific-major scholars programs, etc.

● Great way to broaden list 

○ Application process is easier than it appears!



Overview of Financial Aid Process: 
Who/What/When/Where/How
● Who: Parent(s) and Student both apply for Financial Aid

● What: Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and College 

Scholarship Service Profile (CSS Profile)

● When: FAFSA and CSS are typically available around 10/1/19 of senior year*

● Where: FAFSA = student.aid.gov CSS Profile = cssprofile.collegeboard.org

● How: Will require tax forms for both parent(s)/student

*FAFSA isn’t always required to receive institutional merit aid. Check with each school’s financial aid office.



Need-based aid vs. Institutional Merit-Based Aid
● Need based aid = Cost of Attendance - Expected Family Contribution = 

Financial Need

○ Check out the Net-Price Calculator to get an estimate of expected aid for each school

● Institutional Merit-based aid =  Merit includes a variety of talents and interests: 

academic, artistic, athletic, etc.

○ Might need to fill out FAFSA - be sure to check with each school’s financial aid office

● Merit-based awards = outside scholarships based on variety of talents and 

interests



Merit-Aid Programs

Well known Merit-Aid Programs:

● Belk Scholars at Davidson College

● Bonnor Scholars - Partner schools

● Eccles Scholarship at University of Utah

● The Hesburgh-Yusko Scholars Program at University of Notre Dame

● Hunt Leadership Scholars Program at SMU

● Jefferson Scholarship at University of Virginia

● Johnson Scholarship at Washington and Lee University 

● McDermott Scholars at UT Dallas

● Morehead-Cain Scholarship at UNC - Chapel Hill

● Presidential Scholarship at Boston College 

● Presidential Scholarship at Boston University 

● Robertson Scholars Program at Duke

● USC Merit Scholarships 

Additional Resources:

● List of Colleges with Strong Merit Aid
○ Provides percentage of need met, 

percentage of how many receive merit aid, 
and the average merit-aid award

● ACCIS List
○ Great example of college counselors 

constantly receiving info re: opportunities 
for students! And sharing with among 
counselors!

https://www.davidson.edu/admission-and-financial-aid/financial-aid/scholarships/nomination-scholarships/john-montgomery-belk-scholarship
http://www.bonner.org/apply/
https://honors.utah.edu/admissions/eccles-distinguished-scholarship/
https://scholars.nd.edu/awards/list-of-awards/hesburgh-yusko-scholarship-program/
https://www.smu.edu/academics/hunt
https://www.google.com/search?q=jefferson+scholarship+at+university+of+virginia&oq=jeff&aqs=chrome.1.0j69i59j69i57j35i39j69i60l2.2016j1j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.wlu.edu/johnson-program/the-johnson-scholarship
https://www.utdallas.edu/mcdermott/
http://www.moreheadcain.org/
https://www.bc.edu/bc-web/admission/affordability.html#presidential_scholarship
http://www.bu.edu/admissions/tuition-aid/scholarships-financial-aid/first-year-merit/presidential/
https://robertsonscholars.org/
https://admission.usc.edu/apply/scholarships/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fC9LboeqgIUKHzdRPQ5kYkmwrD04kOZw714mZfJXe-M/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dyp4TNE16c3gVTMRrwnyqrWzGnNrDaHbTFjzVF-ZXO8/edit?usp=sharing


A Closer Look at Merit Scholarship Programs

● Award full-tuition merit scholarships to 10% of the 
incoming class each year;

● Provide 7k for students to engage in self-directed 
research or independent summer study;

● Support lectures and programming that bring 
serious scholars in leadership and integrity to 
campus;

● Endow faculty positions in disciplines related to 
leadership and integrity.

● Full UT Dallas tuition and fees, living stipend, 
textbook stipend, study abroad funding, 
professional development funding, travel home 
funds

● Tickets to the Dallas Symphony, Opera, Ballet 
Theater, and other cultural events

● Opportunities to intern at local, state, and national 
organizations and to research in a wide range of 
laboratories on campus

● Exposure to and mentoring from faculty members



Honors Colleges: What are they?

● Honors colleges are smaller learning communities, typically housed within 
larger universities 
○ Feels like more of a smaller private college housed within a larger public university

● Benefits of attending Honors College
○ Smaller class sizes
○ Earlier course registration
○ Possibility of receiving merit aid
○ Closer faculty relationship
○ Honors living communities

● Not all universities offer Honors College



List of Honors College
● Foundation Fellows UGA

● UA Honors College

● National Honors at Clemson

● Schreyers Honors Program at Penn State

● University of Maryland Honors College

● Sally McDonell Barksdale Honors College at 

University of Mississippi

● Honors College at Michigan State 

● Honors Program at University of Delaware

● South Carolina Honors College - University of 

South Carolina

● UCSB Honors Program

● Barrett, The Honors College at ASU

● Clark Honors College, The University of Oregon

● Arts and Sciences Honors Program at CU Boulder

● Kilachand Honors College at Boston University

● University Honors Program at Santa Clara 

University

● List of honors colleges in every state

https://honors.uga.edu/c_s/scholarships/f_f/foundation_fellows.html
https://honors.ua.edu/
https://www.clemson.edu/academics/programs/national-scholars/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__clicks.memberclicks-2Dmail.net_wf_click-3Fupn-3Dfrzc9ob8h8zdHgwae2O5516sTXn6fGGIRbbSa6wQSROKLs6aaveSCiY025xbX7y6mazNyDMIkdV3UXopgaC13Q-2D3D-2D3D-5Fu01JooRWF-2D2FUIvjJMOefjnXBAbnWNqaBf0-2D2BucFXPM3xfOfl3bCatPqjM67J-2D2FMWxbVQwLpZ8VW6JsOvanun-2D2BU-2D2FzvutymdDLoB2Cf1kofhrsxnfTWhFV2wdkocuz-2D2FouxDzRks3YKxl3vXITYhDSELwBzLbNOXj1l5fY9WZuA9iOVyH-2D2BsIqIybhT1Av-2D2Ben-2D2Br3RiY6jWQmamcJjl4A3s22yBbVZBcV4gK0aB0qY8IeszoZjwO96R4F313mez-2D2F5bSJZ72qOwoHC8Vmz8equh9CaA6Nz4fOjBHNjgB5cYLMUor6Od-2D2BBB4Z5X2XIOSbxOdW9n1B1NEDwTdfCWDoaUNHfqSEUOQENwSEbgeikbLMn-2D2FQK5uBg-2D3D&d=DwMFAw&c=_V4Aeo349u0k-i9ufEVv51sGpgI_otAlxvPTNfEJoBk&r=y56AQ-OeHbLtDlkzXfxWwCvIzj9PWN0XRPT8iX3Fbjx8MWSu3dS6-p-3zQxyqd78&m=Jm7DO0Vbe-RTNi4TcJun34yuPlB3t0SdP-iww1ipeAE&s=ylQ4JYhNA2rhg8s1EkV3hKEMWYDNZQRU689DvmKucz0&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__clicks.memberclicks-2Dmail.net_wf_click-3Fupn-3Dfrzc9ob8h8zdHgwae2O55xNwpUc51l9o1-2D2BtcCsroAcduI62bZ5VUYRUO2NgwGybY-5Fu01JooRWF-2D2FUIvjJMOefjnXBAbnWNqaBf0-2D2BucFXPM3xfOfl3bCatPqjM67J-2D2FMWxbVQwLpZ8VW6JsOvanun-2D2BU-2D2FzvutymdDLoB2Cf1kofhrsxnfTWhFV2wdkocuz-2D2FouxDzRks3YKxl3vXITYhDSELwBzLbNOXj1l5fY9WZuA9iOVyH-2D2BsIqIybhT1Av-2D2Ben-2D2Br3RiYDQ7HK2Xtem3BnDDNP4EqYHVUgh7-2D2BsfvNGOonzb8ABMKFCUXfVmSbmoOcCR8T1FC-2D2BZwRjHssIdby6t2s-2D2BENbJTVd-2D2FtQ3YiqDUxUX8tAe9nDQip6nL2hsZYQNIaM28zFt7QU-2D2FKHZ-2D2Bj9Q-2D2BNCs-2D2BzHRhlJaWpD8p56m6pf5e3gZ7T8jA-2D3D&d=DwMFAw&c=_V4Aeo349u0k-i9ufEVv51sGpgI_otAlxvPTNfEJoBk&r=y56AQ-OeHbLtDlkzXfxWwCvIzj9PWN0XRPT8iX3Fbjx8MWSu3dS6-p-3zQxyqd78&m=Jm7DO0Vbe-RTNi4TcJun34yuPlB3t0SdP-iww1ipeAE&s=5iY75Cg1UHfA_QTz56oKWlr6dL_lPisTFx9RVsAs18s&e=
https://www.honors.olemiss.edu/
https://www.honors.olemiss.edu/
https://honorscollege.msu.edu/
https://sites.udel.edu/honors/
https://www.sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/honors_college/
https://www.sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/honors_college/
https://www.duels.ucsb.edu/honors/faq#admission
https://barretthonors.asu.edu/
https://honors.uoregon.edu/
https://www.colorado.edu/honors/
https://www.bu.edu/khc/
https://www.scu.edu/honors/
https://www.scu.edu/honors/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_honors_programs_and_colleges_in_the_United_States


A Closer Look at Honors Colleges

● Priority Registration
● Small Class Sizes
● Special Residence Halls
● Community Events, hosted by Honors Advisory Council
● Senior Thesis mentored by SCU Faculty
● Special Scholarships and Fellowships
● Honors students are eligible to apply for several 

scholarships that are exclusive to the Honors Program

● Residential College Experience
● Travel Abroad, Global Internship Opportunities
● Honors Courses
● Senior Thesis
● Pre-health, Pre-law Advising
● Scholarships, Fellowships, Grants and Awards
● Leadership Opportunities through Student Life
● Close Relationship with Faculty



Case Study: College List with Honors/Merit Aid

Must-have: strong pre-law advising program, school spirit, near a city with 
opportunity to do internships at local government agencies, EFC - 45k, will need 
schools that offer merit aid

Nice-to-have: 15k or less, strong outdoors program, computer science minor

What schools should they put on their list? Try this with a partner!



The College List 

● University of Delaware
● ASU - Barrett Honors College
● University of Maryland
● Washington University in St. Louis 
● Southern Methodist University
● Tulane University
● University of Richmond
● Santa Clara University
● UT Dallas
● Georgetown University
● CSU’s/UC



Questions?


