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Menlo School
Middle School Athletics

Benay Weintraub
Director of Middle School Athletics &

Associate Director of Upper School Athletics



Middle School Athletics

● Family Partnership

● Competitive Spirit

● Teamwork

● Friendship 

● Resilience 

● Leadership

● Learning

● Sportsmanship

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1W3bl8iQyjcdg_7_XbxWo3Ab5IxfT0grS/preview
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Season Inspiration
Natalie Ball - Girls Soccer

“Coaching this group of 6th grade girls was an 
incredible experience. Their high energy, 
competitiveness and drive to improve made every 
practice and game exciting. Each player brough unique 
talent to the team, and together, they created a truly 
memorable season - one that ended undefeated! I 
couldn’t have asked for a better first soccer season 
coaching at Menlo.”

Keith Larsen - Boys Basketball

“We had a fun and exciting season. We had high 
participation rate from 6th-8th grade. Every team 
competed at a very high level.” 

King Christian - Flag Football

“Flag Football was a rewarding experience for everyone 
involved! Each team member found a role on both sides 
of the ball, offensively and defensively. On game day, we 
saw students line up for stretches with a look of 
determination and resilience, and of course, plenty of 
excitement.” 

Simon Cassidy - Swim

“The swim team had a great season. At our league 
championships, we had both individual wins and relay 
wins for both boys and girls events. Closer to home, the 
kids enjoyed connecting with new and old friends at 
practice. We worked primarily on freestyle technique, 
starts and turns. Coaches occasionally threw in relays or 
a fun game of sharks and minnows.” 



Season Inspiration
Dono FitzGerald - Cross Country

“Our Cross Country runners consistently had a strong 
effort in daily training. This hard work allowed us to be 
successful at league meets. This group of 
student-athletes was a real pleasure to coach.” 

Parnika Patel - Girls Lacrosse

“The girls developed new skills and new friendships 
throughout the season. Everyday, the team came with 
excitement and commitment. Many of the girls decided 
to join a lacrosse club because of their positive 
experience. We had so much fun this season, and I look 
forward to the future of Menlo Lacrosse.” 

Ryan Cooper - Girls Basketball

“Our Middle School basketball season has been a huge 
success. Not based solely on the wins throughout the 
program, but more so on the ways our girls proceeded 
to get better as players, teammates and leaders. I am 
proud of our coaches for putting them in situations that 
challenged their knowledge and skills. I am even more 
excited how our girls represented Menlo with their 
competitive spirit.” 

Todd Smith - Boys Soccer

“Once again the MS soccer season has been a blast. 
The lads have shown that creating personal bonds, 
commitment and friendships with each other is key to 
unlock the success of any season. Each day, I have been 
blown away with the focus, attention to detail and 
motivation to do their best. Although our season had 
some twists and turns from weather, the value of being 
and working together far outweighs the outcome of any 
game.”



Athletics Updates
● Sport sign up process 

○ Accountability
○ Commitment
○ Proud to represent Menlo!

● Planner Party
○ When teams are created 

● Proper attire 
○ No uggs and crocs

● Nurse Notes
○ Medical issues/concerns must go through the 

Nurse's Office not coaches 
● Sports Performance 

○ Educate, prepare, discipline, resilience
○ Movement literacy
○ Strength & power development 

● Summer sport camps 
○ Menlo website

Celebrating National Girls and Women in Sports Day



GO KNIGHTS!



Sean Hyland
Creative Arts



CREATIVE ARTS - Spring Events

3/21 - 3/22:  Dance Concert - Icons

3/27: Ballroom Ballads

4/22 - 4/25: Creative Arts Week 
(Celebrate Menlo 4/25)

5/16 - 5/17: The Giver

5/22: Spring Concert - Movie Knight



CREATIVE ARTS - Electives Sign-ups

● Sign-ups will be in early May, and will run through 

Veracross.

● Students will be selecting 5 electives out of 11. These 

selections are unranked.

● We will be placing students in classes for both the fall 

and spring semesters.

● Working to have the option to select Dance as a year 

long class.



CONTACT

Sean Hyland
shyland@menloschool.org

Ext. 2494



Bobbi Lynn Monroe
Science



Science News and Updates
⬢ One Day, Deep-Dive Meeting

⬡ Alignment, Spiraled Skill-Building, Assessments, 
Scientific Literacy

⬢ Climate Change and Human Impacts Focus
⬡ Year-Long; Woven-Unit

⬢ Science Placements in 9th Grade
⬡ Tied to Math and Habits of Learning

⬢ Building Community through Science
⬡ Classrooms & Assembly



A Day in the Life!



Science and 
CS&DE Assembly



Maura Smith
English



Something New in English!
✓ The 100-word story 

contest 
○ All three grades

○ Each English block nominates two 
finalists 

○ English teachers select three 
stories from the finalists of each 
grade to read their piece at the 
English assembly on May 15



“For the majority of young people, 
enthusiastic and habitual reading is 
the single most predictive personal 
habit for the ability to achieve 
desirable life outcomes.”

—Bayless, C. in “Growing a Reading Culture” 
as cited in The Joy and Power of Reading: 

A Summary of Research and Expert Opinion 



The number of books read by our sixth graders 
since the start of the school year!

1530



teaching Writing in the Age of AI
✓ Adding honor statements to essay 

self-reflections
✓ Doing more writing during class and 

more on-demand essays
✓ Offering more authentic and more 

personal writing that centers student 
voice and perspective

✓ Focusing our work on making better 
writers, not necessarily better papers

✓ Letting students build their confidence 
and wrestle with challenge 



Weixin Shi
World Language



● Field Trips/Hands-on 
Learning 

● Cross-Language 
Collaboration

● Testing & Placements



Field Trips



Hands-On
Learning



Collaboration Across 
Disciplines and Languages



Language Testing & Placement (8th Grade)



Shanel Daines
Social Sciences



Social Sciences Keystone Project 

RESEARCH PROJECT: 
○ change in our local, 

national and global 
communities

○ Previously known as TED 
talk, MOVE, Pecha Kucha

REASON FOR SHIFT:
○ 6th-8th alignment of skills
○ Expansion of student 

mindset
○ Clearer connections to 

program goals

WHEN ARE THEY?
○ 7th grade - currently
○ 6th & 8th - May 



MS Academic Reminder 

Trimester 3
○ Year long grades
○ ‘Mastery’ of skills over time with 

multiple opportunities to practice
○ Transition from teacher support to 

student independence
■ 6th & 7th: student-driven 

retakes/revisions
■ 8th: no retakes/revisions

○ GOAL: prepare students for the 
next grade up



Kevin Campion
Math



What’s coming up?
● Spring!
● Building Thinking 

Classrooms
● Projects
● Math placements

Menlo MS Math
Kevin Campion



“Building Thinking Classrooms”
● Engagement
● Collaboration



Projects



Michael Giardi
8th Grade Advocacy



8th Grade Advocacy



Cody Carefoot
7th Grade Advocacy



Character Development-7th Grade Advocacy



Jacqueline Stark
6th Grade Advocacy



6th Grade Advocacy: Shoring Up Our Foundations

Values Posters 6-7-8 Knights Roundtables

Habit Foundations



Frankie Machado
Learning Specialist







Self-Advocacy and Report Cards
Ways to encourage: 

● Zoom out: acknowledge the 
awkwardness/discomfort

● Reappraise: It’s worth the 
effort 

● Reassure: the awkward 
feeling will pass, and you 
will see the benefits over 
time

Report Card Tips: 

● Start by celebrating 
growth and areas of 
strength

● Find 1-2 major themes 
to focus on third 
trimester

● Encourage your child to 
talk with their teachers 
about that specific skill



I read in my report card 
that I need to improve 
____, are there any 
upcoming opportunities 
where I can practice this?

I read over the directions 
twice and I’m still confused 
about____, can you help me 
figure it out?

Can we do some practice 
problems together and then 
let me do some on my own 
so I know I can do them 
without help?

What can I focus on over 
the next two weeks? 



Learning Differences Middle School Assembly
Presentation by Upper School DLS Club
Thursday, March 6th. 



Reach Out
fmachado@menloschool.org
650.330.2001 ext 2446



Mima Takemoto – Student Life

● Clubs
● Assemblies
● Upcoming Special Events/Activities
● Lunch - Flik Survey
● Discipline
● Mental Health & Wellness Strategic Plan



Kaila Uniacke
Counselor, Human Skills











Reach Out
kuniacke@menloschool.org 
650-330-2001 ext 2461

mailto:kuniacke@menloschool.org


Thank You!


