
Welcome!
Morning Brew! - March 10, 2026





Shanel Daines
Social Sciences







Jacqueline Stark
6th Grade Advocacy



Mark Your Calendars
May 15th: Student Led Conferences

Middle School Assembly
Feb 25: Hearts Project

Sustainability

April 20-24: Eco-Action Week

May 6th: Beach Clean Up Field Trip



Weixin Shi
World Language



World Language
Classroom Moments



Hands-On Learning



Legion of 
Honor - Fr

ench 8

Mission - Spanish 7

Legion of Honor - Latin 8

Ranch 99 - Mandarin 8

Mission - Spanish 7

Mission - Heritag
e SpanishWorld Language

Field Trips



Maura Smith
English



8th Grade

1402 

7th Grade

1726

6th Grade

2284

How many books has 
each grade read 
from summer 

through the end of January?



Bingo-Card Blackout, so Far
✓ 5 students in 7th grade         

(29 books)
✓ 3 student in 8th grade           

(33 books)
○ “The Road to DC”
○ “Favorite book of a Menlo 

Teacher”

○ “PBS Great American Read”                  



A Day in the Life of Middle-School English
✓ 6th: Students compared two winners from the NY Times Open Letter 

Contest, evaluating ethos, pathos, and logos, in preparation for 
writing their own Open Letter about something they wish would 
change in the world.

✓ 7th: In the introduction to our poetry unit, students played with the 
power of line breaks and stanza breaks and learned the difference 
between anaphora and parallelism, among other often confused 
literary devices. 

✓ 8th: Students revised one of their many 100-word story drafts, 
experimenting with sentence structure, fragments, imagery, and 
more precise verbs before pruning it down to exactly 100 words, 
realizing the impact of small language choices.



Second Annual 100-Word Story Contest
✓ This year four students 

from each grade will be 
selected to share their 
creations at the May 19th 
assembly 



Hiring a new 6th-Grade 
English Teacher

✓ Sadly, Kanako Sumi is moving to 
L.A. to be closer to her parents 
and in-laws

✓ We are bringing in candidates for 
demo lessons and interviews

✓ Part of the application included a 
writing sample!



Bobbi Lynn Monroe
Science





Science
● 4th year together!
● NSTA Conference
● Science Literacy



Service Learning



Mary Kiang & Tiffany Liu
Design Engineering & Computer Science

“Creative problem 
solving through 
collaboration.”

6 years
Vibe Coding 
Hackathon!



Design Engineering & Computer Science



Spotlight Project: Tiny Box Concert Venue Science + CSDE (+ Arts)



Questions they are asking while working with AI

“Do I need to create my data 
set with different skin colors 
for my trained model to work 
for everyone?”

“How large a data set is 
necessary to have 
accurate output?” 

“Who gets to decide if 
output is biased or not?” 

“Who is responsible if 
an AI ʻdriverless’ car 
gets in an accident?”

“What happens to all the information 
I input into different AI’s? 
What are they doing with my data?”

AI Literate * AI Ethical * AI Innovative



Allison Houghton
8th Grade



8th Grade Moments



Important dates
● Wednesday, March 18th  - 8th Grade 

Service Learning Fair 

● Tuesday, March 24th - Crossing 
Campus (Note: new date) 

● Tuesday, May 12th - Upper School 
Welcome Event 

● Monday, June 1st - Promotion 
Rehearsal 

● Tuesday, June 2nd - Promotion and 
8th grade dance 



Promotion Updates
● You will be receiving an email soon about 

promotion logistics
● Tuesday, June 2nd at 9 am 
● We ask students to dress for the occasion 

○ Nice dress, skirt and blouse, dressy 
slacks, coat and tie 

○ Nice shoes that they can walk in
○ Colors are welcome and encouraged.

● There will be an application process for  
promotions speakers later this trimester 



Michael Giardi
8th Grade Advocacy



8th Grade Advocacy
Leadership: “In the past jobs were about muscles, now they're 
about brains, but in future they'll be about the heart.” - Dame 
Minouche Shafik



Service
Service: “Primary purpose of charity is to elevate the relationship between 
giver and receiver.” - Rabbi Maimonides



Math Placement

● Foundation 
over fast 
tracking

● Habits 
● Passion



Katherine Palmer
Creative Arts



Upcoming Creative Arts Events
March 9th- Kick-off Parent/ Company Meeting for Dear Edwina-Spring 
Musical ( 25 students in acting roles and 7 student tech volunteers)

March 18th - US Instrumental and Vocal Concert including the MS Choir 
7:00-8:30

March 27th-28th- All School Dance Concert: Seeing Life Through Color

April 26th- Global Expo

April 27th-May 1st- Creative Arts Week- 4/29 Art Show with MS artists

May 1-May 3- US Musical: Legally Blonde

May 15- May 17- MS Musical: Dear Edwina

May 21- MS Spring Concert



Events of Creative Arts Week
• Special scheduling that lets students mix and 
collaborate across classes. Novelty and 
Freshness

• Guest artists visiting to share new artistic 
approaches. 

• Hands‑on experiences: Silk-Screening, Soul 
Line Dancing, and Bhangra, Bucket Drumming

• Special Arts Assembly featuring BATS Improv 
and a workshop with BATS educators

• Outdoor creative projects including chalk 
murals and Cyanotypes



Frankie Machado
Learning Specialist













Kaila Uniacke
7th Grade Advocacy, Human Skills



3/30-4/2







Lauren Fendrick
Middle School Athletic Director



SPRING ATHLETICS
Winter II has concluded–Spring Sports Start 
today!

- Winter II Student Survey (deadline today)
- Winter II Uniform Return (past due)

Spring Sports: Volleyball, Baseball, Boys 
Lacrosse, Track, Tennis, Water Polo

Track (4/17, 4/24, 5/1) and Golf (4/27) are 
open to students with prior experience so be 
on the lookout for an email about those.



GAME SCHEDULES/TRANSPORTATION

Game Schedules: will be posted online 
soon.

Attendance/Transportation: Google Form 
will be sent via email to students after 
evaluations are complete!



MUDITA
Vicarious joy & the ability to find genuine 

happiness in the success of others.



Carmen Borbón
Director of Institutional Belonging

Miriam Magaña
Director of Family Support



6th Grade 
Mentorship Group 
Updates

Purpose:
Think more deeply about what it means to lead 
with authenticity through group discussions, 
activities, and personal reflections. Each student 
has unique strengths, perspectives and power to 
make positive impacts in our community and 
beyond.

Meetings: 
1x month (5 meetings) 



Survey findings:
● Enjoy interactive activities and games
● Build sessions into the schedule to avoid P.E. conflict
● Organic conversations help promote deeper and more 

meaningful learning
● Explore other leadership perspectives/topics together

Goals moving forward:
● Find space(s) to best accommodate large group 

discussions
● Align with other departments on what each groups 

needs are around growth and empathy

6th Grade 
Mentorship Group 
Updates



Family Support and Engagement
● Help families navigate school and community resources 
● Provide translation and interpretation 
● Support parent affinity groups and opportunities for connection
● Partner with school teams to support families and strengthen 

systems of support



Recent Community Gatherings

See you at the 8th grade BIPOC Dinner on April 14th!

6th Grade BIPOC Dinner 7th Grade BIPOC Dinner LatinX & Polynesian Parent Affinity 
Group Welcome & Resources



Mike Kulbieda
Technology



● Helping your child(ren) balance their digital lives. 
● Tools that can help
○ Apple Screen Time
○ Google Family Link
○ Custodio

● Reach out: mkulbieda@menloschool.org

The New Normal: Parent as “Tech Director” 

https://www.qustodio.com/en/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23278403916&gbraid=0AAAAACuTjm6pGyTw9mERcjRnaQBZl4nQ2&gclid=Cj0KCQjw37nNBhDkARIsAEBGI8MctfAGFmBFglDFxns8YJOguXYHyV-d1WJklTMN8_ac0yHNVjqL5B8aAoBfEALw_wcB


Thank You!


